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Brief description The course introduces students to the principles and practice of qualitative empirical research in 

both domestic and international contexts. It provides an overview of key qualitative data collection 

and analysis methods used in social and opinion research, while also supporting students in 

preparing for their thesis and future research work. 

The seminar combines theoretical knowledge with practical application. Students will learn how to 

plan and conduct qualitative research and, by the end of the semester, will prepare and present a 

short research plan, screening questionnaire, and discussion/interview guide, either individually or 

in small groups. 

Students will also receive practical materials, including sample research plans, discussion guides, 

consent forms, screening questionnaires, analysis examples, transcription guidelines, and course 

presentations. 

Schedule Introduction, getting to know each other, and course overview 

Qualitative approaches in opinion research 

In-depth interviewing: face-to-face interviews 

In-depth interviewing: online interviews 

Focus groups in opinion research: face-to-face focus groups I 

Focus groups in opinion research: face-to-face focus groups II 

Focus groups in opinion research: online focus groups 

Studio visit: observing qualitative research in practice 

Processing and analysing qualitative data 

Using qualitative insights in opinion research 

The client’s perspective: interpreting qualitative research findings 

Final student presentations 
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Assessment/ 

Exam 

Attendance: A maximum of three certified absences are allowed. Attendance will be recorded by 

the instructor. Arriving more than 15 minutes late will count as an unexcused absence.  

Active participation in class discussions and seminar activities.  

Timely submission of group project assignments during the semester, according to the deadlines 

specified in the course schedule.  

Preparation and delivery of final presentations at the end of the semester.  

 


