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Brief description

This is an introductory course in the study of the
American political system. The aim is to gain a
general understanding of the nature of American
democracy, and how political institutions work in the
US, with examples drawn from history, current
affairs, and contemporary popular culture. We start
by revisiting the history and examining the
ideological context of the American Founding. We
take an in-depth look at the three branches of
government, their evolution, the challenges they face
today, and their future prospects. We then take a
thorough look at the most important issues in the
political agenda, and we examine how these issues
are introduced and framed by the parties and
politicians. As conclusion, we discuss the greatest
challenges of American democracy, such as growing
inequality, polarization, racial injustice, and the
dysfunctionality of political institutions.

Schedule

1. Introduction

2. Early American history: life in the colonies and
the American Revolution

3. The American Experiment: the building blocks
of American democracy

4. Civil rights and liberties

5. Elections: voting rights & election security

6. Congress: the legislative process

7. The Presidency: executive power in the US

8. The Supreme Court and the judiciary

9. Parties, political culture, and ideologies

10. The media, public opinion, and the political
agenda

11. The challenges of American democracy;
conclusion

12. Final assessment
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Assessment/Exam

Multiple choice test OR essay on chosen topic

(6,000 characters minimum)




